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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The DVD is classified as objectionable because of the manner in which it deals with sexual 
conduct with a young person, sexual violence and coercion, and degrading sexual conduct. 

Four excisions were recommended to remove the most problematic material from the feature. 
Had these excisions been made, the DVD would have been classified as objectionable except if 
the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 
However, in this instance, the distributor declined to make the excisions. 

"Hooking Up" is a low budget American teen sex comedy about a group of predominantly high 
school students who are discovering their sexuality and experimenting with sexual activity. The 
feature is laced with misogynistic behaviour, mostly presented for the audience's amusement and 
titillation. This includes scenes where a teenage boy puts one of his hands down an unconscious 
young woman's top and gropes her breasts, and a 25 year old sexually experienced man coerces 
his girlfriend to show him and his two male friends her breasts. He is depicted having sex with 
an underage young teenager, and further degrading and coercing his girlfriend. 

All of these scenes are shown in exploitative detail for the viewer's amusement and titillation. The 
men's conduct is not critically examined. When questioned about coercing and humiliating his 
girlfriend, the main protagonist reacts with violence and further coercion, which is shown 
without any consequence. The conduct is presented in the context of salacious sexual comedy, in 
a manner that is likely to normalise and endorse the behaviour in the minds of a significant part 
of the likely audience. The message given by the film overall about women, and men's 
expectations of women, is highly degrading to women in general. It is likely to encourage the 
likely audience of young adult male viewers to identify with the men's misogynist attitudes and 
unethical and criminal conduct. 

The effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 on the application of the classification 
criteria have been considered. The classification is a reasonable limitation on the freedom of 
expression that reflects the concern of a free and democratic society to limit the availability of 
publications that depict sexual conduct with young persons, sexual violence or coercion, and 
highly degrading sexual conduct, in a manner that seems to trivialise and endorse those 
behaviours. 




